

Interview with Joe Maka'ai by Charles Langlas on 4/28/96PRIVATE 

(Tape 3 in English, Tape 1 and portion Tape 2 are in Hawaiian, with Larry Kimura, mainly about Ka`upulehu)

CL:
So there were sharks here that were maneaters?

JM:
Yeah, those days. Plenty. All in this area, all man eaters.

CL: 
Did anybody get eaten?

JM:
Plenty.

CL:
During your time?

JM:
Not from us. Some strangers come fishing like that and they dive inside. You know sometimes they come with a sampan, they dive inside the water. They never know that shark is waiting.

CL:
Was there any shark here that was named, that you folks named?

JM:
Gee I remember one. I don't know what's the name now. I know we used to get shark when we go fishing eh, opelu eh. He come in, surround, he protect us eh. So da other sharks don't come over there and destroy that fishing net.

CL:
Does that have anything to do with the name Kalaemano? 

JM:
No that's way before. The first Hawaiians came here I think. Kalaemano, you see where that point? On the other side there's a long cave go inside, tunnel like. And that's where the shark give birth. Until today you know they say. Still.

CL:
Oh, that's the reason for that name?

JM:
Yeah. And they raise that baby over there until I don't know how old and take em out. And they tell you, you on your own. Yeah one time you know, I never believe my grandmother, grandfather I mean. One time we went go out fishing, on morning, Opelu. We came, baimby I see this big thing you know with all the, what you call that now, seaweed growing on top eh. So to me look like a rock you know, big high rock floating up and all. So my grandfather he paddle over there. He tell, okay we go clean that rock. So I went jump on top you know.  Boy when I saw the white spotted and brown spotted I knew.  When I know was shark I went jump right in the canoe. I went grab that paddle was going club my grandfather's head. He hold em. And he tell me, "That's your uncle." I tell, "Shut up. I don't believe that." He tell, "That's why I bring you over here, so you go clean your uncle's the kind." And then bumbye I went and do research. Eh, after all my grandfather not lying, telling the truth. Because my older uncle, that's the one, he was the first born. When he was born the baby, you know what you call that, miscarry. So they throw em in the ocean. That's how became shark. And then my other, my own father, my father, was the second. That's why my...

CL:
Kauluwale, yeah? 

JM:
Yeah. That's why my father had only one sister, that's all. And then the shark as a brother. Oh these Hawaiians I tell you. That's why I told all the Hawaiian, you know that kind Hawaiian they no believe eh. I tell, "You know, I was like you before. I never believe. And I was like you, I never believe Madam Pele until I saw her." She look at me, she smile. And they, like she tell me, "Now you look good at me, now you believe me, who I am?" Yeah we went up the volcano eh. That's where I saw, the crater. 

CL:
So that shark, your uncle, had a name? Or not.

JM:
Had a name but I forgot.

CL:
Oh that was the name we were speaking of.

JM:
Yeah. 

CL:
And that was the one protected you, opelu eh, opelu fishing.

JM:
Yeah. 

CL:
Yeah, I heard somebody else talk about that. 

JM:
And one story that I heard this Japanee man used to be a taxi driver and he were telling the story to us, what happened to him you know. And he was a taxi driver from Kona to Hilo. Outside his taxi get "Hilo/Kona" eh, Hilo/Kona taxis. And he said one day he was coming home eh, coming home from Hilo. When he come from Hilo it's shorter come through Ka'u way, volcano. I never know that. I thought Hamakua more short. He said, "No.  For if you live in Kona it's too far come from Hilo way. When you come from Ka'u way it's shorter." And he say when he came and just coming into Kona and he saw this old lady, gray hair old lady. Was sitting down on the rock and was smoking eh, smoking pipe you know pipe cigarette. So when he went pass her he tell, oh yeah, I'd better go over there tell her where she going. He went go pick her up eh. So as he reversed the car back, and he look at her and he tell, "Oh where you going?" And then he said like this, she said, "Oh I'm going to Kona." "Oh come, I take you, I drop you off to Kona." So when he open the front door he like her talk story eh. He tell, "Oh I get gas." No put eh over here. And then he put em behind the seat. So he was talking and they were talking. Bumbye when  start going into Kona and he talk and he talk and the lady no answer back you know. So he stopped the car, he look, the lady gone. He reverse the car back. Maybe he think the lady went fall out. But find eh, he said he went 50, 60, 75, 80 miles an hour. And the policeman he lock him up in jail for speeding eh. And he said like this, "Oh boy, I tell you. Look what that old lady when do to you. You a millionaire today." I tell, "I know. You own all the Manago Hotel."

CL:
Oh that one.

JM:
Yeah. He own all the big hotel. And he became rich, plenty money. And he was poor. When he tell me that he tell me, "You gotta respect when you see people like that you don't know who they are but tell them where they going, respect." I tell, "I know, look at you, rich.  Look the kind car you drive. And you no believe drive now eh. I tell, "I've been driving taxi, I get tired." You get rich driving all the time. I told em, "Oh how nice Madam Pele." 

CL:
What's his name?

JM:
Oshima, Oshima.

CL:
Oshima.

JM:
He own the Manago Hotel. Yeah, when you think about that too boy.

CL:
You know you were talking about salt, in this area yeah. Does it have to be big waves to come up? 

JM:
Oh when the high tide like that the waves come, dash up. They all...

CL:
All the time?

JM:
Oh yeah. Today is calm. Sometime this place here, boy the waves, you see all the water coming up. And they all settle, you know that pukai. And then when they come hot, hot sun, dry em up, salt. 

CL:  But if it rains, then it's not good eh.

JM:
No, no. If rain the salt already hard. And it doesn't what you call...

CL:
Dissolve. 

JM:
Ummm. Cause the salt really solid already. And good when rain, all clean yeah the salt. 

CL:
But must be bigger holes over there. 

JM:
Oh yeah.

CL:
That's why you went over there yeah. 

JM:
It's a little bay I think that place. That's why you go over there throw net. Fish. 

CL:
Did you folks fish for ahi too?

JM:
Yeah, oh yeah. Go by canoe. Ahi, aku, all that kind, all by canoe. 

CL:
How did you fish for aku?

JM:
We get that, what you call, that white pearl. You know pearl?

CL:
Yeah pearl shell.

JM:
Yeah and then we make em and then put the hook like this. That's all. Because when you throw that in all white (?) hook the mouth. No need bait.

CL:
What, you just went out and you stayed still in the canoe or what?

JM:
Yeah because all the old people those days they know where the place for get the fish. 

CL:
For aku.

JM:
That's right. 

CL:
Cause I heard one guy talkin' about how he rigged a sail on his canoe and you know, and he sailed the canoe and he dragged the thing behind him for aku. You didn't do that.

JM:
No, no. 

CL:
You ever heard of that?

JM:
I never hear of that. Us we just dropped the hook on the side. I think we get 25 hooks. 

CL:
For aku?

JM:
Opelu. So you catch 25 one time. Not only one. Old Hawaiian people before had, they had...  I tell you, sometimes you wonder how come they catch all that fish. Then one time when me and my grandfather, that's how I knew. You no only put one hook at a time. Twenty‑five one time. Boy when you pull em out boy you see all aku hanging. 

CL:
For what kind of fish? For aku?

JM:
Aku. 

CL:
Oh. Like for ahi, how you did it? 

JM:
Oh that I never see. I never watch my grandfather. My grandfather...

CL:
He didn't take you with him?

JM:
No but that time I had to go back school that's why. School go up.

CL:
Was only certain time of the year.

JM:
Yeah, only certain time. Ahi is certain time of the year.

CL:
Oh, wintertime.

JM:
I think so, like that.

CL:
Oh yeah. Opelu is summer, right? So you did the opelu but not...

JM:
Well, opelu good business but the Chinamen is all waiting for you so you land up there. The Chinese already there. With they basket, just throw all of the fish, just scale em, how many pounds. And they pay you, pay the fish eh. All cash. No more that kind check. 

CL:
So they came from...

JM:
Up, upland.

CL:
Kalaoa?

JM:
Yeah, they own stores up there. 

CL:
So, did they come every day or

JM:
No, every other day they come.

CL:
Every other day. 

JM:
Yeah. Cause up mauka they like eat fish. And us down here fish we like eat canned goods. Just the opposite. Everybody ono their own.

CL:
So on the canoe, did you catch any other kind of fish besides the aku and the

JM:
No. When they go aku it's only strictly aku they get yeah. But when you like the other kind fish then they take you where the other kind fish is. When you go for aku it's only aku. You no more see other kind fish come around. Akule same thing. You no see any other.

CL:
You went fishing for akule?

JM:
Oh yeah. This area, they get certain area. My grandfather know where to go.

CL:
It was ko`a for them too. Do you remember where?

JM:
I can tell if I go out on the canoe or boat. 

CL:
How many ko`a for akule?

JM:
Akule is about ten or fifteen.

CL:
Or really. Oh plenty. 

JM: (?) is ocean plenty (?)

CL:
Right in this area?

JM:
Yeah, right in this area.

CL:
But opelu, only one ko`a?

JM:
No, four or five. 

CL:
Oh. So that one you were telling us, (?) there yeah, is it there? Was that the one you went to more? That opulu ko`a you were telling us about. You said there was more than one. Others besides that one? 

JM:
Oh yeah, plenty.

CL:
Did you go to all of them?

JM:
No, we, us, sometime when you go to one, it's enough. Cause your canoe is sinking down.

CL:
Yeah. But other days did you go to different ones?

JM:
Today no more nothing. Lucky if you get ten. One time we went all the way. Nothing. No more. Cause the opelu, they smart.

CL:
When, when?

JM:
Oh I'd say a couple of months ago. The opelu some time they come up, they look at you coming they go down. That's why when you drop the net, you know how to turn net eh, surround. We get

CL:
Ulei.

JM:
Yeah ulei meaning tie em up. And then it goes like this eh. The hook, you let em go down. Hold the net. And the fish over there, the opelu come right up and sometime they go all the way up and look down by the edge. They no go down because they like look inside there if they get the bait. And then that's the time you throw the bait inside. Then you see all the opelu shoot. They hungry eh. That's the time you pull em out. Too bad all you catch

CL:
Suckers. 

JM:
That's why me I like when the Japanese go fishing. They know, you know, the opelu small like that, throw em back in the water. 

CL:
I thought you said they're the ones that came and took all the little fish.

JM:
No, no, no. That's the other kind fish that. But the opelu, they respect. Our kind yeah. Hawaiian people, the kind stay up the mountain, they come down here fishing like that. That's the kind they take any kind. You ever try eat humuhumu?

CL:
Um umm.

JM:
That kind just like a pig skin. I like the meat, thick the meat. Ono. Plenty you know. That's the kind fish oh boy, five minutes you get fifteen fish. Ten minutes you get twenty‑five. 'nough, go home. 

CL:
From the shore?

JM:  All around here all the way down.

CL:
Ka makoi?

JM:
Yeah. Throw out, up. Throw out, up. Throw out, up. But for clean, oh hard you know, peel the skin off.

CL:
The kind with the pliers.

JM:
Yeah thick the skin. But the meat is thick and `ono. When you dry em up, oh pulehu that thing. That Kimura. Watch out, bumbye you fall down on a stone. Now all right. 

[Speaking to Larry Kimura getting into a hammock]  Oh, oh, oh. You know why? Too big that. Too wide. Yeah it is too wide. I think that's why nobody likes to lay down on top.

CL:
You have to jump in. I don't know.

JM:
Hard like that yeah. You lay down more easy eh. Relax. That ah you sit down and... 

CL: Ah, maybe we stop a little while. (end of interview)




